
A PASSIONATE debate over the future of
the troubled Coleg Gwent Campus, The
Hill took place this week.
More than 150 members of the commu-

nity packed into the St Michael’s Centre
for the meeting organised by the Bryn-y-
Cwm Forum members on Monday night.
Some members of the public, which

included staff and students of the college,
grilled Principal Howard Burton and his
colleagues about the future of the campus.
The meeting was called following

Monmouthshire County Council’s cabinet
announcement that the authority had
agreed to lift the covenant restricting The

Hill to educational use until 2016, in
exchange for land at the college’s Usk cam-
pus. The cabinet’s decision means that the
historic building could be sold to develop-
ers interested in the site for other purpos-
es.
During the two-and-a-half hour meeting

emotions ran high and several opinions
were expressed to Mr Burton and his col-
leagues.
ChairmanAlanMichie opened the meet-

ing and said, “This decision effects the com-
munity more than anything. We have not
spoken to one person who has not been
there. The Hill is regarded by everyone as
the jewel in Abergavenny’s crown.”
Mr Burton told the meeting that he felt

it was vital to learn of the community’s
views and opinions on the matter.

He said, “The college is facing a very dif-
ficult financial situation. Over the past two
years we have had funding settlements
and we are looking to make savings of
£3.5million so we had to make some very
tough proposals to our governing body.
“One of the proposals is the close The

Hill with effect from August 31.
Unfortunately we cannot make the college
financially viable.”
Mr Burton confirmed there were at least

two possible rescue bids, one from staff and
the other from the charity Mulberry House
but said nothing had been out “into writ-
ing.”
Forum members criticised the principal

for not consulting with the group prior to
the meeting. Mr Burton said that he had
informed as many people as possible from

April 1 and apologised for missing out the
Forum.
Forum member Richard Williams said,

“It seem to me this is all about the money,”
to which the hall erupted with cheers.
“Some three quarters of a million was

invested in The Hill some years ago and
more than £400,000 came from MCC -
what was that for?
“What did you do to reduce your costs?

what’s going on? In other words, as Sir
Alan Sugar would say, nobody turned
around and said, ‘you’re fired.’”
Communities First Co-ordinator Lee

McPherson addressed the meeting and
told members how important education
and a facility like The Hill was for children
living in areas of deprivation in the county.
Forummember David Haswell askedMr

Burton why there was no longer an adviso-
ry board, to which he was told that there
we no boards throughout Coleg Gwent
anymore.
Mr Haswell said, “It’s not about pointing

fingers. It’s about the political truth in
decisionmaking in the county - we could be
misled.”
Mr Burton told the meeting that at The

Hill there are only 19 students aged
between 16 and 18 years old who study
there, “when we compare that with
Crosskeys which has 2,500, EbbwVale 800
and Newport 1,300. It’s about priority and
making the best of money we receive from
the Welsh Assembly Government.
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THE Sarno Twinning
Association members
have decided to ‘moth
ball’ the association for
a period of five years.
Treasurer, councillor

Douglas Edwards said,
“The lack of contact
over recent years leads
us to believe there is
little or no interest by
their council. We
acknowledge the visit
to Sarno three years
ago appeared to be
very successful.
“Our repeated

attempts to invite
them to Abergavenny
to take part in the
Foodfest and subse-
quently the Twinning
Anniversary last year
were a failure. There
was a unanimous deci-
sion to put the
Association in
abeyance and the
funds in hand to be
dealt with in the fol-
lowing manner. The
balance of the Sarno
Disaster Fund of
£417.46 is be sent to
the Red Cross with a
specific request it be
used in a disaster area
and the members’ cur-
rent account totalling
£3371.60 to be deposit-
ed with the Town
Council and to be ring
fenced for a period of
five years at the end of
the five years the
amount to be used by
the Town Council for
the benefit of promot-
ing twinning.”

PARENTS fighting plans to close Llanover
school have gained backing from the family of
a soldier killed in the First World War.
Threatened Llanover Primary School was

built in 1925 by Lord Treowen, of Llanover
Estates, as part of a memorial to his son Elidyr
Herbert killed in the First World War.
Llanover Primary School, which is sited on

Llanover Estate, is faced with closure by
Monmouthshire County Council as part of its
bid to tackle falling rolls and surplus places in
the north of the county.
Now Llanover Estates, in support of the

campaign to keep the two-teacher school open,
have written a detailed letter to
Monmouthshire County Council opposing the
closure proposal.
The landowners have also told parents that

they are willing to covenant extra land, along-
side the current site, to expand the school.
A campaign by parents, Llanover Primary

School - Viable and Vibrant, is battling the
council’s proposal to close the historic and suc-
cessful school.
Parents have lobbied Monmouthshire MP

David Davies, AM Nick Ramsay as well as the
county council and local councillors.
Mum Teresa Carew-Chaston, is a member

the pressure group and her daughter Claudia
attends the school.
Teresa said, “We are delighted to have won

the support from Llanover Estates for our fight
to keep this fantastic little school open for our
children and future generations.

“We are also
thrilled with
L l a n o v e r
Estates’ offer to
covenant extra
land to expand
the school.
“ L l a n o v e r

Primary School
is a vital part of
the local com-
munity provid-
ing a first class
education for
local children.
“It would be a

travesty if the
school was
allowed to be
closed down.We
are doing our
utmost to
ensure that this
doesn’t happen.
We just won’t
contemplate closure.”
Mrs Elizabeth Murray, of Llanover Estates,

said, “My family has provided a school building
in Llanover since 1835 and so I am saddened
to learn that the current primary school is
being considered for closure.
“The school plays an important role in the

life of the village and surrounding area. Lord
Treowen built the school in 1925 as part of a
memorial to his son Elidyr Herbert, killed in
the First World War.”
Mrs Murray said, “The estate is willing

to consider the possibility of covenanting adja-
cent land for the school to expand upon if
required. Monmouthshire County Council will
have to discuss the future of the school build-
ing with Llanover Estate in any plans they
have for closure.”
Mrs Murray thanked the committee “for all

the time consuming work you are doing to per-
suade the council to keep the school open.”
Llanover Primary School currently has 23

pupils with a capacity of 58. The council is due
to come a decision over the future of the school
when its cabinet meets onWednesday, June 24.

Ll anove r E state backs school

AAOD S
tak e t op
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MEMBERS of the
junior section of
AAODS were wel-
comed to the Mayor’s
Parlour at
Abergavenny this
week to formally
receive the NODA
award for best youth
performance in
Wales and Northern
Ireland.
The delighted

youngsters claimed
the prize for their
2008 production of
Les Miserables,
which delighted
audiences at the
town’s Borough
Theatre.
Presented by the

National Operatic
and Dramatic
Association, the
prize is awarded for

the best youth show
in the Wales and
Northern Ireland
region and was
recently presented to
representatives of
the company by
NODA national pres-
ident Bert Lumsden.
The company was

congratulated by
regional NODA rep-
resentative Derek
Grattidge, who
described the show
as ‘stunning’ and
praised performers
for their profession-
alism and commit-
ment.
W h e n

Abergavenny mayor,
Councillor Douglas
Edwards heard of
the group’s success
he invited the entire
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cast and production
team to join him and
his wife Edna at the
town hall to congrat-
ulate them all in per-
son.
Also present during

the evening was Clive
Howells, of
Abergavenny Rotary,
which has long sup-
ported the junior
group and AAODS
president, Alan

Breeze and chairman
Gareth Davies
With this success

under their belts
members of the tal-
ented group are due
to start rehearsing

for their new produc-
tion of ‘Moby Dick -
The Musical’ which
will be staged at the
Borough Theatre in
November.
This very funny

and energetic show
parodies a variety of
musical styles from
80s pop to 50s doo-
wop, and Gospel to
Gilbert & Sullivan
and will no doubt

will be another suc-
cess for the group.

• M embers of the
company with pro-
ducer Ja ci
Brickley Clark,
musical director

Sarah Fo wler and
Councillor and Mrs
Edwards, Gareth
Davies, Alan
Breeze, Ja ne
Griffith and Clive
Howells
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“I t’ s all about cash!”
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Tempur, Hypnos, Relyon, Vi-Spring,
Derwent, Tudor Oak, Duresta Pinetum

Biggest Brands
Best Prices

Expert Advice
& Service

you had forgotten to expect

Everything for your Home & Garden

High Street, Crickhowell, NP8 1BD
Tel: 01873-810-331

www.webbscrickhowell.com

FINEART

Easters Court, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 ODE
Email Tneart@brightwells.com

01568 611122 or visit www.brightwells.com
Bentley R-Type

1954

Automobilia starting at 2pm
Tuesday 23rd June

Enquiries Toby Service

Classic Cars & Motorcycles
starting at 12noon
Wednesday 24th June

Enquiries James Dennison/
Toby Service

Saturday 20th June

LADIES DAY

AT

EXTONS

OF

RAGLAN

Join us for a glass

of wine

and 25% discount

off all ladies

clothing and

accessories

01291 690486


